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A visually interactive program that gives ESL students the practice they need 
_.. in producing statements, negatives and questions using the different tenses 
of the English verb. For use by beginning, intermediate and advanced 


SS students of English as a Second Language. 


_ _The student is shown a picture of a subject and an object and is told which 
~~ —"verb tense to use in order to create a sentence with all three elements. 
- Starting with simple affirmatives statements, the program builds in 
complexity to negatives and questions for the present, past, future and 
progressive tenses—a total of 24 units. 


Visual cues assist students in correcting errors. A cumulative test reviews 
all units and maintains scores. A help option enables students to review the 
operation of the program. The package includes a 36-page manual which 
reviews the program and contains a section explaining the formation of the 
English tenses. 


Designed by Tom Layton, Scholastic Magazine's "Educator of the Year," 
ESL Picture Grammar provides significant practice in helping students 
master the aspects of grammar that govern the correct formation of English 
sentences. 3 : 
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SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 
To use ESL PICTURE GRAMMAR you must have: 
= an Apple II+/e/c, Apple III (in emulation mode), 
or other Apple compatible computer (at least 48K 
is required, 64K is preferred). 
= one disk drive 


- a monitor or TV 


= a printer is helpful for the teacher but not 
required 
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To obtain capitals, first press SHIFT and N, then the 
letter you wish to capitalize. 
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Be sure the CAPS LOCK key is up. 
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ESL PICTURE GRAMMAR 


OVERVIEW 


PICTURE GRAMMAR provides drill and practice in 
producing statements, negatives and questions using 
the different tenses of the English verb. This 
practice is important for beginning, intermediate and 
advanced students of English as a Second Language, 
as these aspects of grammar require a great deal of 
study in order to be mastered. PICTURE GRAMMAR, 
because of its pictorial representation, can be used 
even by beginning students with very little knowledge 
of English. 


Students are presented with a picture of an English 
noun and object. They are then required to produce 
statements, negatives and questions using a given 
English verb and tense. The response is analyzed and 
if 19° "9o stot Gorrett,. the student is prompted. to 
provide the correct answer by the pictorial clues. 
After three attempts, the correct answer is 
displayed. If a sentence element is missed, it is 
presented again in the next practice frame. 


The tenses covered in statement, negative and 
question form are the simple and progressive forms 
of the present, past and future. Randomly selected 
regular and irregular verbs are used, as well as the 
verb be. The teacher can set the frequency at which 
the verb be occurs. Twenty-four lessons are included 
along with a test that randomly presents items from 
lessons selected by the student. The results of the 
test are displayed on the screen for the student and 
are recorded on the disk for later examination by the 
teacher. 





The printed material accompanying PICTURE GRAMMAR 
includes this teacher's documentation, an appendix 
containing sample sentences from each of the lessons, 
an explanation of the English tenses covered in 
PICTURE GRAMMAR for reference by the teacher, and a 
key to the pictures used. It is suggested that this 
picture key be photocopied and given to the students 
for quick reference. 


THE MAIN MENU: 


After the program is booted and the credits displayed, 
the following main menu will appear: 


ODO OSL ONS HS OOOO OD OOSOG OO OSSHOGOOSE OOSOG SE OOOSOOS GOOG OSOTODSGOISHOOSHS YS GSSSOGERSTOO SS HAOOHSTO TOS OS GOCSSOTHOSST SS SOO GOV OHH OHH EO GSE HSOOSSOD 


Choose = (_ >) ? : Help Examples 


lesson 1 €. lesson 13 €@@. 
lesson 2 WJ. lesson 14 J@. 
lesson 3 Oo. lesson 15 2. 
lesson 4 €8. lesson 16 € Qf. 
lesson 5 J8. lesson 17 JOR. 
lesson 6 789. lesson 18 39 OR. 
lesson f° ¢€7? lesson 19 € 7? 
lesson 8 J ? lesson 26 J @ ? 
lesson 9 797 lesson 21 7% @? 
lesson 10 €¢ Q? lesson 22 € 9? 
lesson 11 J9? lesson 23 YOR? 
lesson 12 3989? lesson 24 3090? 

test (25) 


SS GO SHOSOODS OOS OD OOS OHS OOOOH FOODS OOS SLOGIOH OG OL SSF OO09SHSOODSOOHSOHS OG OG OS GOSS HG HGHSOSSSHGOGOS OB SHO GHHHGELEHSO OS DOSOSS SHSLH SSH COHSHSOTOOHSSOO8 e 


The symbols next to each lesson describe the content 

of the lesson. Thus, 
lessons with are 
lessons with WJ are 
lessons with + are 
lessons with e are 
lessons with 9? are 
lessons with &@ are 
lessons with @Q are 


Past Tense 
Present Tense 
Future Tense 
Statements 
Questions 
Progressive 
Negative 





From this main menu the student selects any of the 
24 lessons or the test mode by typing in the number 
of the lesson. The student may also select "Help 
Examples" by typing '?" at the main menu. This section 
is designed to familiarize students with the 
operation of the lessons (see below). 


Unknown to the student, the teacher may press CONTROL 
T (while holding down the CONTROL key, press T once) 
while the main menu is displayed. This will take him 
or her to the teacher section of the program. 
(Instructions on using the teacher section are 
included in this manual.) 


HELP EXAMPLES 


This is a brief review of the subjects, objects and 
verbs used in the program, and may be obtained by 
typing.""?". at..the’ main menu... Inthe sections: on 
subjects and objects, the pictures are presented 
along with the words that identify them. The first 
word of the subject is presented with a capital 
letter, as is required in statements. The objects 
are presented with (a), (the)*, either of which may 
be used in the responses. The section on verbs 
presents the symbols that indicate tense _ to 
illustrate the effect of these symbols on the verb 
response. Any of these sections can be skipped by 
pressing the ESCAPE key. Finally, sample lessons are 
presented illustrating the operation of the lessons 
for both correct and incorrect responses. 


*NOTE: During the lessons, the program will accept 
either "a'' or "the" with the object. However, if the 
first response 1s incorrect and does not contain 
either "a" or "the", the program will only accept the 
article "a'' for the second response. 








THE LESSONS 


Assuming that the student has selected lesson 1 from 
the main menu, the computer will randomly select one 
of the lessons frames for past tense statement. It 
will look like this: 


QO OeRe TOK GZOPHOMRGS OHS OE EAPHE DRY S OPES Y HEOP FORE THOM. LOVED CHHSCKTS OW HOH EHCHSOUMS OCOAROSTEORYS ORE OGHRO OHSONRH D ORAS OWNS OH SOLS OOLESCOEREOTECRGO ON 


lesson i 


RES OM RHODE SLPSCRDLSS SHRCOHEROHS ORAS HONSO HERES GOO 


choose 


UGOCCRORGC OHIO OS: BCPPEVEMOKKOS PRCRHEECHOOEESTOSIE 


€ past 





. statement 


1H ORES ANAOD GORY 6 ORES CAN AOD GEL LY OORKO ONE L.S HOTS SONNS OPEELRVS OOS OCAKHE SO PHELNGOWRESOHRLHS EDP HS ORM OTDOYORO SONS SELES HFSS OHI ONG OOEEOOEROTED ooooxe 
SE GKHOOLRS OBE LD GS ORG OAKKS OIBERGHSE GULHS ONES OLILOH HOEK OAM PD OPHESHY SOK TO OHEOPHEYIF GOK AS ODELODOENHE PONDS OERUY SORES OSESOHE DEV GLEE OLEOTESEDOO ONS 
[Esc a SO Cee ODERO® HECPHOONST OO RRS | Ee eonee | 
RO CMH ESHER: HECRPOORES OND PECCA ES ONOCA MECCHEENOOOBTOOFEROGES fteoomuceoserseom = —  é§ Snerenervecens 


All of the information the student needs in order to 
write the sentence is contained within the frame. By 
looking at the picture in the box to the left, the 
student will recognize the "subject" of the sentence. 
In this case the picture represents the subject "I". 
If the student does not recognize a picture, s/he 
should refer to the picture key. This key will assist 
the student in associating the picture with the word 
to which its corresponds. 


By looking at the center box, the student knows that 
the verb of the sentence in our example would be 
"choose". In the box directly below the verb box the 
student is presented with several symbols indicating 
the tense of the sentence; whether it is a "statement" 
or a "question"; whether it is "negative"; and whether 
a contracted form is appropriate. In our case the 
student sees that the verb should be written in the 
"past tense statement" form. If the student does not 
know the past tense form of "choose", s/he may refer 
again to the picture key for help. 


The box on the right contains a picture representing 
the "object" of the sentence, in our case "a(the) 
ball". The student then types the sentence with its 
terminal punctuation: "I chose a(the) box." 


When the response is correct, the next lesson frame 
is displayed after the student presses the space bar. 
The computer sounds a salute for a correct response. 
(This sound may be eliminated at any point during the 
exercise by holding the Control key and at the same 
time typing the letter G.) 


CORRECTION 


If the student types an incorrect response, he or she 
1s given the opportunity to correct the elements that 
were either incorrect or missing. The program will 
reprint the correct parts of the sentence and leave 
blanks for the incorrect part or parts. For example, 
if the student had typed in"I choosed a(the) ball." 
the next screen would reprint the correct parts of 
the sentence and give prompts only for the element(s) 
of the sentence that need correction. 


In this case the screen would look like this: 


, 
COSOOOOESOSS COS SOOHSHOOS HO 9 SSSHOS GH SOSOSS HEH OHHS SO OSS OP SHOS OS OSH OS OS OO SLOHS SSS HEOSG HOSS OOO OOS OHH OS CSO SEOOVELSHEHOGOG OS SH OHOSI OD SOS OHOSOOCSE 


1S POOHOO OS OOS OOCOHOH OO OCOSSOOSOESOOE OOOO! 


| PSOOLSSS OS OOH SSS OSS SSSSSHS OS OS OO OS SSSSS HOSS OEE GH SOOSEHTHS HOSGHS OS SOSH SOSS HSS GOSOSHSOSH SSH SSOSSOTSOOS EO OOHESO HH HSOSLOSHESESSIDOSCTODHSHEOOOOTEE 


Iw. a ball. 


'@OPBLOO OOOH OS OOF OOGGG GOSH HOOOSOHOHEGOAIOSHOHOHSAOGHHASHHOHOHDSOOH PH OSHGHOOOHOGOHOH OS CHOTOHOHOTOASTHHOSSOSHD SODOHOHOHSOOSOSSOAODSOOODOHOSTTOOD 


If the student then types in "chose", the computer 
Signals a correct answer. If, however, the second 
and the third response are incorrect, the correct 
answer is displayed and the next lesson frame 
presented after the space bar is pressed. 


Although problems are generated randomly, any portion 
of a sentence that is incorrectly typed on the first 
attempt will be repeated in the next problem. 


The lesson frames continue to be presented as long 
as the student continues to press the space bar at 
the end of each frame. The number of frames presented 
in the lesson is recorded by the number in the box 
in the lower right hand corner. If the student should 
press the escape key (ESC), the main menu will return 
and the student may select either another lesson or 
the test mode. 











THE TEST MODE 


To enter the test mode, "25" is typed as the choice 
at the menu. The student is asked to type in his or 
her name and to select the lessons to be tested. Any 
lesson or combination of lessons may be selected for 
inclusion in the test; selecting '25" will place items 
from all lessons in the test. All lessons selected 
will have an asterisk (*) displayed next to them. If 
an error is made in entering a lesson number, typing 
that number again will remove it fromthe test. After 
the lessons are selected, the test will begin when 
‘he RETURN key is pressed. 


© OOS 0 000800 COO SOOO OSE E0000 08 0900900008000 SSOSOO8 O08 SE0S 08S 0O98 DOSS 09S OOOO EOS OS SOHOS OOH OS TOSS S HGHHTOHTSSOCHTOOOSS SE SHSOHSETOSSSIOVOOTSOSS 


What is your NAME? Le Bui 


lesson 1 €. lesson 13 €@@. 
lesson 2 J. lesson 14 J. 
lesson 3 >. lesson 15 9. 
lesson 4 €0. lesson 16 €@6@€@. 
lesson 5 J9. lesson 17 JOG. 
lesson 6 +O. lesson 18 2% OC. 
lesson @ €7 lesson 19 €@? 
lesson 8 J? lesson 26 JC? 
lesson 9 77 lesson 21 3% (7 
lesson 10 € Q? lesson 22 € @ @? 
lesson 11 YO? lesson 23 J SOR ? 
lesson 12 397 lesson 24 379607 
All lessons (25) 
TEST 


@SODDO LSE OG OOSOH LOGS OGOGH GOODS HOCOCHOOHHH CODE HOOOHOTOOGHOOOE HOHE OE OOSSHOH HS CH HOOT SOOOSHOOSOHOSHS OES SHOSHHSOOSOSTSOSESSCOVESECOOCRQCESRER0e0CN0 


In the test, frames chosen at random from the lesson 
or lessons selected will be presented. The frames 
will continue to be presented until the escape (ESC) 
key 1S pressed. Then the student's score will be 
given. 


Name: Le Bui 
Tested on: 10—12 
Finished: i8 

You need work on these: 


teacher Won't 
he Didn’t 


% correct: 68% 


The scores contain information on the lessons tested, 
the number of frames presented in the test, and 
percent correct. A summary of the elements responded 
to incorrectly is also given. In addition to being 
presented to the student, the lessons tested and the 
scores obtained by each student are recorded on the 
disk for later evaluation by the teacher. 


THE TEACHER SECTION 


From the main menu the section "for teachers" may be 
selected by pressing CONTROL T (while holding down 
the control key, press T once). In this section, the 
teacher may evaluate test scores, erase them from the 
disk, and set how often the verb be will be presented 
in the lessons and tests. 


for teachers 


Press: If you wish to: 


L List all the test scores 

P Purge (delete) all the test scores 

B Set how often verb ’to be’ is used 

C Continue with the rest of the program 
E End the program and boot another disk 


Your choice —> 
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The teacher's options are as follows: 


If the teacher wants to examine the test scores, he 
or she presses the L key and then selects whether to 
examine the scores on the screen or to have them 
printed. 


OOS 00 O88 OOOS OOO 6G SOG OO0 0 OOOO OOOO OSG OOSOOTOSOO DG ODHOSSESHGOCHHSSSHSOGOHHOH OS OE OS OS FHOHSHG9H8H OH GE HOSSOOSE SOS SSSO COO BESS O80 OOS8HO8SOOSEED 


test scores 


—— Name —— Tried “Right — Tested on — 


Le Bui 2 180% 13 

3 66% 14 

> 66% iS 
Total— 1@ 7@% 13-15 
Mashial e 36% i 

3 66% 3 


SPACE BAR’ to continue... _ 


© 0OSS 00 0G8 OF OOOSOS OO COOE EES COLES OOOO EOODEOOOLEOSE 0 OOOHOOF OOOO FO 9EOSOSOOSSSOOTSEDOOOSUOOSOOSSOO OSH OOS OOLOSHSOOSO OSES OSOCOOSEESCOOOEOSOECOCOUS 


Pressing the P key will erase all of the stored test 
scores. Since the disk can only hold the results of 
about 100 tests, this must be done periodically. 


Pressing the B key enables the teacher to determine 
how often the verb "to be" will appear in the lessons 
and tests. Setting the percent to 1004 would produce 
only frames that contain forms of the verb be and 
setting it to 04 would cause no frames with be to be 
presented in lessons or tests. The verb be is always 
omitted from the lessons involving the future 
progressive tenses - Lessons 15, 18, 21 and 24. The 
setting of the be percentage does not affect those 
lessons. 


The teacher may exit the teacher section by pressing 
either the C key or the E key. Press the C key to 
continue with PICTURE GRAMMAR. Press E to exit 
PICTURE GRAMMAR. 


>< 


THE ENGLISH TENSES EXPLAINED 


Using PICTURE GRAMMAR provides the opportunity to 
practice the form of English sentences and verbs. 
The following is an explanation of how the 
sentences and verb forms are produced and what 
their meanings are. 


I. THE PRESENT TENSE 


The form of the present tense is the same for all 
verbs except be and have. 


Singular Plural 

I choose We choose 
You choose You choose 
He chooses They choose 


She chooses 
It chooses 


When any single male, female or thing is the 
subject of the sentence, s or es is added to the 
verb. Add es to the verbs that end in the letters 
&. 2s ou sh and some verbs that end in o. Add s 
to verbs that end in the other consonants and 


vowels. 

kiss -> She kisses me. ene ies We do it. 

buzz -> It buzzes. You do it. Tou do “rt. ° 
catch-> He catches fish. He does it. They do it. 

push -> It pushes hard. She does it. 

go -> She goes home. It does it. 


For verbs that end in a consonant and y, change the 
y to i and add es when the subject is any he, she 
or itt? 

carry-> It carries try-> She tries cry-> He cries 


Verbs that end in a vowel and y just add s 
say-> He says pay-> It pays 


» 12... 





The verbs be and have are different in present 
tense form: 
| (Present Tense) 





be have 
I am We are I have We have 
You are You are You have You have 
He, She He, She 
or It is They are or It has They have 


The present tenses refers to present facts, general 
truths, and present states and conditions. 


Action verbs in the present tense describe HABITUAL 
or USUAL action. The verb be in the present tense 
- am, is, are - with adjectives expressing action 
has the meaning HABITUAL or USUAL. 


He kicks the ball. means that: 
He usually kicks the ball. 


With verbs of state, the present tense has the 
meaning of NOW. Verbs of state include: 


= verbs of being such as be - am, is, are 
(when they equate as in He is a fireman. 
or locate as in The pencil is on the table. 
Or occur with adjectives of quality as in 
He is tall.) 

= verbs of possession such as have or own 
(when the meaning is to possess) 

= verbs of perception such as see 
(when the meaning is to perceive) 

= verbs of the mind such as know. 


They have the ball. means that: 
They have the ball now. 
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The Present Tense Question 


To form a question that expects a yes or no answer 
in the present tense, there are three different 
patterns. 


a If the verb is am, is or are, it moves to the 
front of the sentence. 
They are noisy.-> Are they noisy? 


2. With all other present tense verbs a form of 
do must be used. When the subject is I, you, 
we, or they, Do is used to form the question. 
They have the ball.-> Do they have the ball? 


a. With present tense verbs that have he, she or 
it as subject, Does is used to form the 
question and the verb loses its final s. 

He sees the ball.-> Does he see the ball? 
She has a pencil.-> Does she have a pencil? 


The Present Tense Negative 


The negative of the present tense is formed in 
three different ways. 


1. For the verb be the word not is placed after 
the am, is, or are. 


I am silly. -> I am not silly.-> I am not silly. 
She is here.-> She is not here.-> She isn't here. 
We are noisy.->We are not noisy.->We aren't noisy. 


The contraction of is * not -> isn a 


The contraction of are + not -> aren't. 
There is no contraction of a am + not. 


-14- 





2% Present tense verbs that have I, we, you or 
they as subject form the negative with do + 
not or don't. 


I want the coat. -> I do not want the coat. -—-> 
I don't want the coat. 


The contraction of do + not -> don't. 


3 Present tense verbs that have a single he, she 
or it as subject form the negative with does + 
not. 


He does not kaow her. -> He doesn't know her. 
She does not keep the ball. -> 
She doesn't keep the ball. 


The contraction of does + not is doesn't. 


The contracted forms - doesn't, don't, isn't 
and aren't are most often used in 
conversation. The full forms - am not, is 
not, are not, do not, and does not - are used 
for emphasis and in formal writing. 


The Present Tense Negative Question 


To form a question from the present tense negative, 
the contraction is moved over the subject to the 
front of the sentence. 
He isn't here. -> Isn't he here? 
They aren't noisy. -> Aren't they noisy? 
They don't have the ball. 
-> Don't they have the ball? 
She doesn't want the coat. 
-> Doesn't she want the coat? 


These questions show that the asker of the question 


thinks that the answer to the question should be 
yes rather than no. 


- 95. 





Because there is no contraction of am + not, for 
this type of question the contraction aren't is 


used with I. Thus, 


Aren't I late? is correct, but the form 
=-*I aren't- is not correct and is not used. 


The Present Progressive Tense 


The present progressive is formed with am, is or 


are + verb + ing. 


I am keeping the ball. We are keeping 
You are keeping the ball. You are keeping 
He is keeping the ball. They are keeping 
She is keeping the ball. 
It is keeping the ball. 


When adding ing to the verb the following 
rules apply: 


the ball. 
the ball. 
the ball. 


spelling 


1. For verbs that end in a single consonant 
following a stressed vowel that is spelled 
with one letter, the consonant is doubled. 


bar -> barring permit -> permitting 


For verbs where the vowel preceding the final 
consonant is spelled with two letters, there 


is no consonant doubling. 


keep -> keeping 


*An asterisk indicates an incorrect sentence. 


- 16 - 





For most verbs that end in the letter e, the e 
1s dropped when adding ing. 


give -> giving write -—> writing 


When the verb ends in ee, the final e is not 
dropped. 


guarantee -> guaranteeing agree -> agreeing 
The letters ie change to y before adding ing. 
die -> dying lie -> lying 


For most verbs that end in the letter y, the y 
is generally kept when adding ing. 


carry -> carrying study -> studying 
Say -> Saying 


For most other verbs just add ing. 


draw -> drawing be -> being 
kick -> kicking hold -> holding 


The progressive tense refers to a process 
rather than to an event or state. Processes 
take place in time. The present progressive 
for verbs of action refers to a process that 
extends through time up to the moment of 
Speech. 


He is kicking the ball. means that: 
He is kicking the ball now. 


249 





Because kick is a verb of momentary action, 
the meaning may be that the kicking is 
repetitive and is going on at the present 
moment. For verbs of extended action, the 
meaning is that the process extends through 
time to the present moment. 


He is living here. means that the process of 
his living here extends up to the present 
moment. 


Verbs of state are not processes. They cannot 
be used in the progressive tenses. 
*He is having the ball. is not correct. 


The verb be as a main verb can only be used in 
the progressive with an action adjective. The 
verb be cannot function in the present 
progressive with an adjective of quality, a 
location or a noun. 


I am being lazy., He is being noisy. or 

They are being silly. are correct; but 

*I am being tall., *He is being in New Jersey. 
or *He is being a fireman. are not correct. 


The Present Progressive Negative 


The present progressive forms the negative by 
adding not between the form am, is, or are and the 
verb + ing. 7 


I am not keeping the ball. 

You are not keeping the ball. 
He is not keeping the ball. 
She is not keeping the ball. 
It is not keeping the ball. 

We are not keeping the ball. 
You are not keeping the ball. 
They are not keeping the ball. 


- 18 - 





The contractions is + not —-> isn't and 
are + not -> aren't can be used. 


To form a question from the present 


progressive, move the am, is or are to the 
front of the sentence. 


Am I keeping the ball? Is he keeping the ball? 


The Negative Present Progressive Question 


To form a question from the negative present 
progressive, shift the contraction to the front of 
the sentence. 


He isn't keeping the ball. 
-> Isn't he keeping the ball? 


For sentences with I as subject, the contraction 
aren't is placed at the front of the sentence. 


I am not keeping the ball. 
7 -> Aren't I keeping the ball? 


As with negative questions in all the tenses, these 


questions indicate that the person asking the 
question thinks that the answer should be yes. 
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II. THE PAST TENSE 


To form the past tense, the general rule is to add 
the letters d or ed to the verb. There are many 
irregular verbs where the general rule doesn't 


apply. 

The letter d is added to verbs that end in the 
letter e. Add ed to regular verbs that end in 
consonants or vowels other than e. 

The final consonant doubles when ed is added to 
verbs that end in a single final consonant 
following a stressed vowel spelled with one letter. 


bat -> batted permit -> permitted 


When forming the past with verbs that end in y, the 
general rule is to change the y to i and add ed. 


carry -> carried marry -> married 


When the final y follows a vowel, it changes to i 
and d is added. 


say -> said pay -> paid lay -> laid 


The verb be forms the past tense irregularly: 


I was We were 
You were You were 
He was They were 
She was 

It was 


-20- 





The verb do -> did uniformly in the past tense. 
The other irregular verbs included in PICTURE 
GRAMMAR are uniform in the past tense. 


have - had keep -> kept see —-> saw 
draw -> drew take -> took hold -—-> held 








choose -—> chose 


The past tense is used to refer to past events. 

The past tense may refer to events that happened at 
any time up to the moment of speech. Action verbs 
and verbs of state in the past tense both refer to 
past events. 


The Past Negative 


The past negative of all verbs except be is formed 
by adding did + not before the base form of the 
verb. 


He wanted the coat. -> He did not want the coat. 


To form the negative of was or were - not is added 
after the verb. 


He was noisy. -> He was not noisy. 


The contractions of the past tense negative are: 


did + not -> didn't 
was + not -> wasn't 
were + not -—> weren't 





In conversation, the contraction is used when the 
Negative statement is not emphatic. Contractions 
are often avoided in formal writing. 
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The Past Tense Question 


A question that expects a yes or no answer is 
formed for all past tense verbs except the verb be 
by placing did at the front of the sentence and 
returning the verb to its base form. 


He moved the chair. -> Did he move the chair? 


The past tense verb be as was or were moves to the 
front of the sentence to form the question. 


She was hungry. -> Was she hungry? 


The Negative Past Tense Question 


To form a question expecting a yes answer from a 
past tense negative sentence, the contracted 
negative is moved to the front of the sentence. 


He didn't see the ball. -> Didn't he see the ball? 
She wasn't silly -> Wasn't she silly? 


The asker of these questions expects the answer 
should be yes. 


The Past Progressive Tense 


The past progressive is formed by 
was or were + verb + ing. 


I was kicking the ball. 
You were kicking the ball. 
He was kicking the ball. 
She was kicking the ball. 
It was kicking the ball. 


We were kicking the ball. 


You were kicking the ball. 
They were kicking the ball. 
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The verbs of state are not used in the past 
progressive. The verb be is used in the past 
progressive only with action adjectives. Thus: 

*We were knowing the answer. is not correct; nor is 
*He was being a fireman. But, He was being noisy. 
is correct. 


The past progressive refers to processes that 
extended in time in the past. Thus, 

He was kicking the ball. means that during a period 
of time in the past he was in the process of 
kicking the ball. Because a kick 1s a momentary 
action, he might have repeatedly kicked the ball 
during that time in the past. Another meaning of 
the past progressive is that of an interrupted 
action. Thus, He was kicking the ball when the 
bell rang. might also mean that his action of 
kicking was interrupted by the ringing of the bell. 


The Negative Past Progressive 


The negative past progressive is formed by adding 
not after the was or were. 


We were walking home. 
-> We were not walking home. 
-> We weren't walking home. 


The contractions wasn't and weren't are most often 


used in conversation. For emphasis in conversation 
and in formal writing the contractions are avoided. 


The Past Progressive Question 


Questions that expect a yes or no answer in the 
past progressive are formed by moving the form of 
was or were to the front of the sentence. 


He was walking home -> Was he walking home? 
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The Negative Past Progressive Question 


Questions in which the speaker expects a yes answer 
are formed by moving the negative contraction to 
the front of the sentence. 


He wasn't kicking the ball. 

-> Wasn't he kicking the ball? 
We weren't being silly. 

-> Weren't we being silly? 


III. THE FUTURE TENSE 


The form of the future tense is will + verb. The 
base form of the verb is used after will. 
Following will, s, or es, d or ed do not appear on 
the verb. 


I will choose We will choose 


You will choose You will choose 
He will choose They will choose 


She will choose 
It will choose 


The verb be in the future tense has its base form 
be and does not change. 


He will be here. They will be here. 
The form shall is no longer used with I and We to 
refer to the future. Shall is used in requests and 
offers. 
Shall we sit down? Shall I take your coat? 
The meaning of will + verb is that the action or 


state referred to takes place sometime after the 
moment of speech. 
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The Future Negative 


To form a negative from will + verb, not is 
inserted after will. 


He will not see the chair. 
The contracted form of will + not is won't. 
He will not see the pencil. 
-> He won't see the pencil. 
The Future Question 
A question that expects a yes or no answer using 
will + verb is formed by moving will to the front 


of the sentence. 


He will come home. -> Will he come home? 
It will be noisy. -> Will it be noisy? 


The Future Negative Question 


Questions in which the speaker expects that the 
answer should be yes are formed by moving the 
contraction won't to the front of the sentence. 


He will not come home. 


-> He won't come home. 
-> Won't he come home? 
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The Future Progressive 


The Future Progressive is formed by will + be + 
verb + ing. ) 


I will be kicking the ball. 

You will be kicking the ball. 
He will be kicking the ball. 
She will be kicking the ball. 
It will be kicking the ball. 


We will be kicking the ball. 
You will be kicking the ball. 
They will be kicking the ball. 


The spelling rules for adding ing to the verb 
mentioned above apply here. 


The future progressive describes processes that 
take place during a period of time in the future. 
As with the other progressive tenses, the future 
progressive is used only with action verbs and 
adjectives and not with verbs whose meaning 
describes a state or condition. 


He will be painting the house. 
They will be being noisy. 


The Future Progressive Negative 
The negative of the future progressive is formed by 
adding not after will. Will + not contract to form 


won't. 


He will not be painting the house. 
-> He won't be painting the house. 
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The Future Progressive Question 


Questions that expect a yes or no answer are formed 
by moving the will to the front of the sentence. 


He will be coming home. 
-> Will he be coming home? 


The Negative Future Progressive Question 


The negative future progressive can be used to form 
questions that expect a yes answer by moving the 
negative contraction won't to the front of the 
sentence. 


He won't be coming home. 
-> Won't he be coming home? 


This type of question is used when the asker of the 
question thinks that the answer should be yes. 
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APPENDIX 


LESSON 1: Past Tense 


I kept a ball. 

You kept a ball. 

He kept a ball. 

She kept a ball. 

We kept a ball. 

They kept a ball. 

Sue kept a ball. 

Tom and Sue kept a ball. 
The teacher kept a ball. 
The teachers kept a ball. 


LESSON 2: Present Tense 


I keep a ball. 

You keep a ball. 

He keeps a ball. 

She keeps a ball. 

We keep a ball. 

They keep a ball. 

Sue keeps a ball. 

Tom and Sue keep a ball. 
The teacher keeps a ball. 
The teachers keep a ball. 


LESSON 3: Future Tense 


I will keep a ball. 

You will keep a ball. 

He will keep a ball. 

She will keep a ball. 

We will keep a ball. 

They will keep a ball. 

Sue will keep a ball. 

Tom and Sue will keep a ball. 
The teacher will keep a ball. 
The teachers will keep a ball. 
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LESSON 4: Past Tense Negative 


I did not keep a ball. 

You did not keep a ball. 

He did not keep a ball. 

She did not keep a ball. 

We did not keep a ball. 

They did not keep a ball. 

Sue did not keep a ball. 

Tom and Sue did not keep a ball. 
The teacher did not keep a ball. 
The teachers did not keep a ball. 


LESSON 5: Present Tense Negative 


I do not keep a ball. 

You do not keep a ball. 

He does not keep a ball. 

She does not keep a ball. 

We do not keep a ball. 

They do not. keep a ball. 

Sue does not keep a ball. 

Tom and Sue do not keep a ball. 
The teacher does not keep a ball. 
The teachers do not keep a Dall. 


LESSON 6: Future Tense Negative 


I will not keep a ball. 

You will not keep a ball. 

He will not keep a ball. 

She will not keep a ball. 

We will not keep a ball. 

They will not keep a ball. 

Sue will not keep a ball. 

Tom and Sue will not keep a ball. 
The teacher will not keep a ball. 
The teachers will not keep a ball. 
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LESSON 7: Past Tense Question 


Did I keep a ball? 

Did you keep a ball? 

Did he keep a ball? 

Did she keep a ball? 

Did we keep a ball? 

Did they keep a ball? 

Did Sue keep a ball? 

Did Tom and Sue keep a ball? 
Did the teacher keep a ball? 
Did the teachers keep a ball? 


LESSON 8: Present Tense Question 


Do I keep a ball? 

Do you keep a ball? 

Does he keep a ball? 

Does she keep a ball? 

Do we keep a ball? 

Do they keep a ball? 

Does Sue keep a ball? 

Do Tom and Sue keep a ball? 
Does the teacher keep a ball? 
Do the teachers keep a ball? 


LESSON 9: Future Tense Question 


Will I keep a ball? 

Will you keep a ball? 

Will he keep a ball? 

Will she keep a ball? 

Will we keep a ball? 

Will they keep a ball? 

Will Sue keep a ball? 

Will Tom and Sue keep a ball? 

Will the teacher keep a ball? 

Will the teachers keep a ball? 
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LESSON 


Didn't 
Didn't 
Dado’ t 
Didn't 
Didn't 
Didn't 
Didn't 
Didn't 
Didn't 
Didn't 


LESSON 


Don't 





10: Past Tense Negative Question 
I keep a ball? 

you keep a ball? 

he keep a ball? 

she keep a ball? 

we keep a ball? 

they keep a ball? 

Sue keep a ball? 

Tom and Sue keep a ball? 
the teacher keep a ball? 
the teachers keep a ball? 


ll: Present Tense Negative Question 


keep a ball? 


Don't you keep a ball? 

Doesn't he keep a ball? 

Doesn't she keep a ball? 

Don't we keep a ball? 

Don't they keep a ball? 

Doesn't Sue keep a ball? 

Don't Tom and Sue keep a ball? 
Doesn't the teacher keep a ball? 
Don't the teachers keep a ball? 


LESSON 


Won't 
Won't 
Won't 
Won't 
Won't 
Won't 
Won't 
Won't 
Won't 
Won't 


12: Future Tense Negative Question 


I keep a ball? 
you keep a ball? 
he keep a ball? 
she keep a ball? 
we keep a ball? 
they keep a ball? 
Sue 
Tom and Sue keep a ball? 
the 
the 


keep a ball? 


teacher keep a ball? 
teachers keep a ball? 
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LESSON 13: Past Progressive 


I was keeping a ball. 

You were keeping a ball. 

He was keeping a ball. 

She was keeping a ball. 

We were keeping a ball. 

They were keeping a ball. 

Sue was keeping a ball. 

Tom and Sue were keeping a ball. 
The teacher was keeping a ball. 
The teachers were keeping a ball. 


LESSON 14: Present Progressive 


I am keeping a ball. 

You are keeping a ball. 

He is keeping a ball. 

She is keeping a ball. 

We are keeping a ball. 

They are keeping a ball. 

Sue is keeping a ball. 

Tom and Sue are keeping a ball. 
The teacher is keeping a ball. 
The teachers are keeping a ball. 


LESSON 15: Future Progressive 


I will be keeping a ball. 

You will be keeping a ball. 

He will be keeping a ball. 

She will be keeping a ball. 

We will be keeping a ball. 

They will be keeping a ball. 

Sue will be keeping a ball. 

Tom and Sue will be keeping a ball. 
The teacher will be keeping a ball. 
The teachers will be keeping a ball. 
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LESSON 16: Past Negative Progressive 


I was not keeping a ball. 

You were not keeping a ball. 

He was not keeping a ball. 

She was not keeping a ball. 

We were not keeping a ball. 

They were not keeping a ball. 

Sue was not keeping a ball. 

Tom and Sue were not keeping a ball. 
The teacher was not keeping a ball. 
The teachers were not keeping a ball. 


LESSON 17: Present Negative Progressive 


I am not keeping a ball. 

You are not keeping a ball. 

He is not keeping a ball. 

She is not keeping a ball. 

We are not keeping a ball. 

They are not keeping a ball. 

Sue is not keeping a ball. 

Tom and Sue are not keeping a ball. 
The teacher is not keeping a ball. 
The teachers are not keeping a ball. 


LESSON 18: Future Negative Progressive 


I will not be keeping a ball. 

You will not be keeping a ball. 

He will not be keeping a ball. 

She will not be keeping a ball. 

We will not be keeping a ball. 

They will not be keeping a ball. 

Sue will not be keeping a ball. 

Tom and Sue will not be keeping a ball. 
The teacher will not be keeping a ball. 
The teachers will not be keeping a ball. 
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LESSON 19: Past Progressive Question 


Was I keeping a ball? 

Were you keeping a ball? 

Was he keeping a ball? 

Was she keeping a ball? 

Were we keeping a ball? 

Were they keeping a ball? 

Was Sue keeping a ball? 

Were Tom and Sue keeping a ball? 
Was the teacher keeping a ball? 
Were the teachers keeping a ball? 


LESSON 20: Present Progressive Question 


Am I keeping a ball? 

Are you keeping a ball? 

Is he keeping a ball? 

Is she keeping a ball? 

Are we keeping a ball? 

Are they keeping a ball? 

Is Sue keeping a ball? 

Are Tom and Sue keeping a ball? 
Is the teacher keeping a ball? 
Are the teachers keeping a ball? 


LESSON 21: Future Progressive Question 


Will I be keeping a ball? 

Will you be keeping a ball? 

Will he be keeping a ball? 

Will she be keeping a ball? 

Will we be keeping a ball? 

Will they be keeping a ball? 

Will Sue be keeping a ball? 

Will Tom and Sue be keeping a ball? 
Will the teacher be keeping a ball? 
Will the teachers be keeping a ball? 
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LESSON 22: Past Negative Progressive Question 


Wasn't I keeping a ball? 

Weren't you keeping a ball? 

Wasn't he keeping a ball? 

Wasn't she keeping a ball? 

Weren't we keeping a ball? 

Weren't they keeping a ball? 

Wasn't Sue keeping a ball? 

Weren't Tom and Sue keeping a ball? 
Wasn't the teacher keeping a ball? 
Weren't the teachers keeping a ball? 


LESSON 23: Present Negative Progressive Question 


Aren't I keeping a ball? 

Aren't you keeping a ball? 

Isn't he keeping a ball? 

Isn't she keeping a ball? 

Aren't we keeping a ball? 

Aren't they keeping a ball? 

Isn't Sue keeping a ball? 

Aren't Tom and Sue keeping a ball? 
Isn't the teacher keeping a ball? 
Aren't the teachers keeping a ball? 





LESSON 24: Future Negative Progressive Question 


Won't I be keeping a ball? 

Won't you be keeping a ball? 

Won't he be keeping a ball? 

Won't she be keeping a ball? 

Won't we be keeping a ball? 

Won't they be keeping a ball? 

Won't Sue be keeping a ball? 

Won't Tom and Sue be keeping a ball? 
Won't the teacher be keeping a ball? 
Won't the teachers be keeping a ball? 
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